
 
 

Ironbridge POA - Irrigation System Facts 
 

1. Irrigation water is pumped from the Robertson Ditch. Blue Heron Properties 
(the Club/Ironbridge Golf Club) controls the ditch water and is responsible for 
its path from the Roaring Fork River to Ironbridge.  

 
2. The IPOA (Ironbridge Property Owners Association) has 25% consumptive 

rights to the water from Robertson Ditch. Consumptive Rights mean you can 
use it but don’t control or own it.  

 
3. The irrigation water that comes to your sprinkler systems, via the 25% 

consumptive rights, has not been charged to individual homeowners. It has 
been FREE.  
What is charged to you is your domestic drinkable water and sewer system 
services to your home through Roaring Fork Water & Sanitation.  

 
4. The IPOA owns and maintains pumping equipment, located in a pumphouse 

building on the south end of the subdivision just off River Bend Way and Wild 
Rose Dr. There, the water from the ditch (at the amount of 25% of what is 
flowing through the ditch) is diverted into an underground wet vault then 
pumped out into the community through pipes to each home’s irrigation 
system.  

 
5. Blue Heron (the Club) personnel maintain the ditch as it flows from its 

headgate source (approx. 1-1/2 miles south of Ironbridge), into our south end, 
along golf hole 13, and over to the 9th hole and beyond. Maintenance involves 
the workings of their own golf course irrigation system and clearing brush and 
debris which may impair the flow of water from the ditch.  

 
6. Our IPOA landscape contractor clears the brush and debris once a week from 

the iron grate entry point at our pumphouse. The pump equipment, fans, water 
pressure levels, etc. are also periodically checked by the contractor and our 
manager. At times, the grate requires additional cleaning which our manager 
does. Occasionally a separate contractor is hired to maintain or repair the 
pumps. 



 
7. Since brush and debris can impair the irrigation systems for both the golf 

course/club and the residential watering, it is important for all to be aware. 
Even allowing pets to run free into the ditch water can cause vegetation and 
other debris to dislodge and clog the ditch and grate.  
The amount of water available to us FOR FREE to water our yards is 25% of 
what is flowing through the ditch. If the flow is impaired, we get less.  
 

8. We cannot access irrigation water directly from the Roaring Fork River. You 
must own water rights to the River, and that is monitored by the State of 
Colorado.  
 

9. The pressure of water flowing through the Robertson Ditch for irrigation to our 
homes is affected by:  

• The amount of snowpack and melting  
• The increasing number of homes being serviced in Ironbridge  
• Keeping the flow free of debris  
• Avoiding damage and possible leaks in irrigation pipes  
• Overwatering at peak times  

 


